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Abstract       Sustainable development must harmoniously fulfill, the three key 
dimensions: economic, social and environmental. Sustainable development 
requires a balance between economic growth and environmental protection, 
satisfying not only present but also future needs of social development. In 
time, the concept of sustainable development has entered also in agriculture 
as a response to the entire suite of shortcomings of conventional agriculture.   
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Sustainable development must harmoniously fulfill, the 

three key dimensions: economic, social and 

environmental. 

This concept should not list a process that should stop 

the economic growth, as predicted in the first report of 

the Rome Club nor to absolutize the environment role 

as do environmental associations and parties. 

In the current conditions, organic agriculture  is an 

opportunity for the rural population to increase their 

standard of living, which is far behind the European 

economy while respecting  "sustainable development" 

by: environmental protection, natural resource 

conservation, preservation and promotion of cultural 

values in these areas, keeping the population in rural 

areas by removing the population exodus, 

diversification and promotion of occupational 

opportunities, in order to reduce unemployment in rural 

areas. [6] 

The minimum requirements in order to achieve 

sustainable development include the following:  

- Resizing economic growth, taking into account an 

effective and more equitable use of resources, in order 

to obtain quality products with minimum waste and 

non-toxic;  

- Enhancing people's lives in terms of satisfying basic 

needs and reducing uncontrolled population growth;  

- Preserving the quality of the environment and of the 

natural resources;  

- A firmer participation of the governing bodies in 

making decisions regarding economy and environment. 

So we could say that sustainable development requires 

a balance between economic growth and environmental 

protection and, on this basis, satisfying not only present 

but also future needs of social development. 

In time, the concept of sustainable development has 

entered also in agriculture as a response to the entire 

suite of shortcomings of conventional agriculture. 

The concept of sustainable agriculture has taken a 

movement on planetary scale on doctrinal level in 

agricultural economy, through the central theme which 

has been the main object for debates of the XXIst 

Congress of the International Association of Agrarian 

Economists (Tokyo, 1991). Briefly, the concept has 

been defined by the president of this association, the 

Australian John W. Langworth as having three 

components:  

a) economic growth (capital);  

b) distribution (market);  

c) environment (ecological component). 

Sustainable agricultural farms are characterized by the 

adoption of practices and technologies which:  

• use complex management techniques that maintain 

ecological integrity, both inside and outside the farm;  

• are specific to the area and flexible;  

• preserve biodiversity, landscape beauty and other 

goods that are not assessed on the existing markets;  

• are profitable to producers on the long term;  

• are economically efficient from a societal perspective. 

A new strategy of sustainable and competitive 

development of animal production in Romania, with 

principles, methods and efficient techniques, clearly 

formulated it is needed.[1] 

It should be emphasized that any definition of 

sustainable agriculture must include in addition to 

environmental protection, the human dimension.  

The historical story of Europe is not only about the 

many kingdoms and wars, but also of the lesser known 

lives of ordinary people.[2] 

The human dimension includes two key components:  

1.Farmers:  

• which already apply advanced technologies of 

sustainable agriculture;  

• which will practice sustainable agriculture unless this 

can be done without substantial material losses and if 

they have access to information and technology 

specific for this type of agriculture.  

2.Consumers:  

• whose demand for organic, healthy, quality products 

is recognized;  
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• must be informed about the total social costs of 

agricultural products obtained through intensive 

agriculture, in the absence of accurate market values 

that would make visible the hidden environmental 

costs. 

The main objectives that a sustainable agriculture must 

meet are:  

- Food security (satisfaction of human needs for food 

and fiber);  

- The preservation of environmental and natural 

resources quality on which agriculture depends;  

- More efficient use of renewable and non-renewable 

resources;  

- Supporting the viability of farming activities and 

increasing the life quality of farmers and society 

members;  

- Broad participation, with decision power, of the 

population. 

It is vital that by complying with the principles of 

sustainable agriculture to maintain a competitive and 

efficient agricultural sector from the economical point 

of view, that should respond to the fluctuating 

preferences of consumers and facilitate the 

development of trade with agricultural products, 

preserving at the same time, the natural environment 

and the resource base in the future.[4] 

Sustainable farms are the ones that:  

• use complex and advanced management techniques to 

ensure environmental integrity towards the natural 

environment and even towards consumers;  

• are specific to the area according to soil and climate 

and ensure a certain relationship between product 

supply and product demand, being flexible;  

• farm size should be appropriate to their specialization 

and last but not least to the technologies applied in 

order to be effective;  

• preserve biodiversity, landscape beauty and other 

assets that are not evaluated on existing markets;  

• are profitable for producers on the long term;  

• are efficient from an economical point of view, from 

a social perspective, namely: ensure food security and 

at the same time adequate incomes for farmers. 

In farms prevalent are the problems of organizing 

production and labor but equally important are the 

organizing problems of regional agricultural units, of 

the creation of crop rotation; providing and organizing 

the use of technical means; labor; choosing the 

production structures in crop and livestock 

production.[5] 

In order to organize farms in accordance with 

sustainable development objectives one must solve the 

problems related to:  

1. The dimension and size of farms. As long as farms 

in average are very small, with an area of about 2 

hectares, where modern agriculture cannot be 

practiced. Therefore, the strategic option for achieving 

sustainable agriculture should be the increased size of 

land ownership and forming medium-sized farms, 

based primarily on family labor. These changes will 

allow the removal of the trend of excessive 

fragmentation of land ownership offering new 

opportunities to appeal to:  

• territorial organization on a scientific basis;  

• land improvement works;  

• improving agricultural works by perfecting the 

material components of capital (mechanization, 

chemical processing, seeds of superior varieties and 

hybrids etc.) 

2. The production structure. It is necessary to 

continuously structure the production according to the 

needs of the national economy and the export 

requirements, to higher process and sell the agricultural 

products, to raise their quality parameters.  

In this respect, farmers should achieve 'clean', green 

(ecological), in homogenous and large products lots 

knowing that these products are sought and required 

especially in export. 

Ecological products have become a green option for 

Europe, in order to prevent and solve the current 

environmental problems. [7] 

3. Organizational and marketing structures in 

agriculture. They'll have to set up new organizational 

and marketing structures in agriculture for farmers to 

make better use of the production surplus, in order to 

be better informed, as to this end they must have travel 

expenses to the city and waste their work time. 

Inefficient for the small producer and not only for him, 

is the direct supply from businesses located at great 

distances, with some resources for agricultural 

production (fertilizers, pesticides, feed, seed, etc.), 

transport costs in this case are much higher than the 

margins charged by intermediaries, assuming that they 

exist. 

Market economy requires an organization with a strong 

creative, flexible and dynamic character, so as to 

maximum facilitate the deployment of profitable 

activities. 

In order to organize sustainable farms a very important 

has the state, primarily through the appropriate 

legislation and last but not least through differentiated 

financial support on efficiency and performance 

criteria. 

Management is the art and science of running a farm 

towards achieving the set of objectives. 

Particularities of the agricultural process make that the 

manager (head of the exploitation, director) has to face 

complex problems in the activity of decision 

justification and implementation. This is obvious if we 

consider that a farm manager is limited in its actions by 

the natural and biological factors. 

Agricultural management aims to train manager 

competencies in the fields of enterprise strategy and 

policy, management, organization of production and 

agribusiness. Leadership acts in order to increase 

economic performance, accentuate the integrator 

character of agricultural management, as the food 

producing system is conducted in an interrelated 

production phase within agriculture and even of the 
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enterprise, of some inputs (seeds, animal breeding, 

feed, etc.) of the specific raw materials, of the 

processing and marketing of agricultural products. 

Small and medium sized farms prevailing in the current 

agrarian structure in the world, along with large 

agricultural businesses require the acquisition of 

complex management and administration knowledge 

by individual producers and managers in order to 

ensure their skills in dealing with suppliers and 

customers in the use of facilities created by 

government agricultural policies and solidarity 

programs promoted by the European Union.[3] 

Training and improving the professional training of 

heads of exploitations and managers on sustainable 

development must include: 

- Preparing farmers in order to guide and adapt 

production to market needs; 

- Training farmers on the application of sustainable 

technologies (based on the criteria of: efficiency, 

protecting the environment and maintaining the 

landscape); 

- Training farmers on compliance to the sanitary – 

veterinary, plant health and quality standards of 

agricultural products. 

- The farm manager (especially one run by a family) 

can be helped by creating cooperatives that provide 

services: 

• economic and financial management of the company; 

• mechanization; 

• consultance on the application of sustainable 

technologies; 

• training of managers and working staff within the 

farm. 

In conclusion, we can say that in order to achieve 

sustainable agricultural exploitations one must 

practice a performance management that favors 

privatization and rapid organization of new farms 

which should ensure an efficient use of resources 

from agriculture and stabilization of farmers' 

income. 
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